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Introduction

This outline suggests a framework for how the Bible guides Christian engagement in politics.
It is written with church leaders in mind, who may have these kinds of questions:

* Why should Christians engage in politics?

* How should Christians engage in politics?

* Should Christians be seeking to impose Christian morality by law?

« What should Christians expect to achieve in politics?

e How do you preach about politics?

* How do you guide the person who wants to be an MP or local councillor?

It summarises four of the most common Christian approaches to politics (the first two
emphasise distinction from politics, while the second two emphasise engagement in politics).

A blended alternative to these four approaches and what that looks like in practice will
be described.



1. Separatist







3. Accommodation

Summary of this perspective:

* The Church accommodates its message to the politics of the time in order to have
some influence

» Informed by a theology of God, speaking equally through the Bible and through human
experience and culture

B ;i ize:

e The Church is involved in culture and politics and has the potential to influence

Dega ize:

» This influence is tolerated only so far as the political status quo is not challenged

» If the Church is accommodated to the culture, it loses its power to commend the distinctive
wisdom of the Bible

qo DISCUSS
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4. Transformationism

Summary of this perspective:



Summary of the four models
» Each captures an important biblical emphasis, but they don’'t capture the whole Bible story

« A more biblical blend of all these models can be summarised as
DISTINCTIVE ENGAGEMENT

The gq iy ia" ;h. g be ENGAGED i li ic;:

* |n obedience to the creation mandate to steward the earth

» Because of the call throughout the Bible to love your neighbour and look after the needy in
the Church and beyond

» Because there is an evangelistic value in being involved in politics, both in word and deed

» Because politics influences culture and people’s openness to the Bible’s message

The Q]?_[‘ ia” ;h. {d be DISTINCTIVE i" he'} engageme” :
» Because creation is fallen, it needs more than just common grace; it needs the special
revelation of the Bible about the good human life

* Because 2 Timothy 3.14-17 tells us that the Bible is authoritative to equip us for all
righteousness and every good work in our lives, which must include our politics

» Because society needs the special grace of Christ’s inaugurated kingdom being lived out
e Because God is sovereign over Caesar

» Because the Kingdom of God is ‘now’ but also ‘not yet’. The Kingdom of God impacts on this
world, but it should never be equated with the politics of this world

ENGAGEMENT IN PRACTICE:

» Christians should be involved on the political ‘pitch’, not just shouting from the
‘sidelines’, e.g.:

— Local councils, parish councils, school governors
— Running for Parliament

— Getting involved in campaigns

— Becoming a member of a party

— Informed voting



» Christians will be looking to co-operate in politics with those of all worldviews because
of the Bible’s teaching on common grace in Romans chapters 1 and 2, and the creation
mandate of Genesis 1, e.g. William Wilberforce built broad coalitions in his campaign for the
abolition of the slave trade and slavery

e Christians will be humble and gracious in how they go about their politics

— because they recognise that they themselves are flawed and need to be challenged by others
with different political opinions

— because all people, regardless of their politics, are created in the image of God and are
therefore worthy of dignity and respect

» Christians should also be realistic about the difficulties and challenges that come with
serving in politics. The Christian involved in politics will need a strong fellowship of prayer,
accountability and rootedness in God’s word

» Christians must be prepared to be patient, e.g. after Wilberforce secured the abolition of
the slave trade he campaigned for the abolition of slavery itself for the rest of his life

* Church leaders: build a relationship with your MP through prayer, local partnership and
evangelism. Invite them to attend the National Parliamentary Prayer Breakfast with you

BEING DISTINCTIVE IN PRACTICE:

* Be prayerful

» Share the special revelation of the Bible with confidence, because although general revelation
of natural law allows us to make common cause with participants of all worldviews in
politics, without bringing in the special revelation of the Bible we will be failing to offer the
full wealth of God’s wisdom for his creatures

« Apply the wisdom of the Bible to all of politics, not just isolated causes. Helpful summary
principles for distinctive Christian engagement in politics can be found in Catholic Social
Teaching and the work of the Jubilee Centre, to name just two examples

e Wisdom is required, e.g. not everything that is immoral should be illegal and biblical
wisdom can be used without quoting the Bible (although Christians should not hide that
they are applying a biblical worldview, just as everyone else in the public square brings their
distinctive worldview)



» Church leaders: teach your congregations a rich biblical anthropology and see your church
gathered together as an embassy of the Kingdom of God:

— as an ambassador you are a citizen of another country, representing it by being fully
embedded in the society in which you live

— You are restored and equipped for your work in the embassy and then sent out to live out
the values of that country in the world around you

* The primary task for the gathered Church in the New Testament is to be nurtured with the
word and sacrament and prepared to go out into the world:

— making disciples of all nations



